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Paul and Norma Santella
Born in New York City to Domenico Lubrano
—who immigrated from Procida, Italy—and 
Ann Maresca, on July 2, 1938, Norma is the 
oldest of three children. The family moved to 
Long Branch, New Jersey, and, as was the 
custom, Norma’s aunts and uncles joined 
them. The house was full and dinnertime 
was always lively. Norma enjoyed summers 
at the beach and their daily trips to Chelsea 
pool. Curiously, she excelled at basketball, 
and when she headed to Holy Family 
College in Philadelphia, she played all four 
years for the Tigers. 

Paul, a south Philadelphia native and the oldest of four children, was born 
to Paul Santella and Angelina Geonnotti on March 15, 1937. Paul had no 
shortage of family living in south Philly. He would travel around the 
neighborhood each Sunday to visit his aunts, uncles, and cousins, before 
returning home for family dinner that had been prepared by his father in 
their basement kitchen. He also enjoyed summers at the beach, working in 
Wildwood and sneaking in to watch the Philadelphia Phillies from the 
bleachers. 

Paul attended LaSalle College in Philadelphia and it was there, as the story 
goes, that Norma met Paul as he was having a donut at a refreshment table 
in 1959. Paul and Norma have always been dedicated to their family, 
friends, and faith. The couple married in 1961, moved to Ridley Park, and in 
five years had four children: Lisa, Dana, Kevin, and Chris. 

In 1969 Paul took a job with Ortho Pharmaceutical, relocating the young 
family to Flemington, New Jersey. Paul and Norma quickly became 
involved in their neighborhood and church communities. As the family 
grew, so did that involvement: Boys and Girl Scouts, Little League, 
Cheerleading, and Pop Warner Football. They volunteered with the Knights 
of Columbus, Meals on Wheels, and the Hunterdon Medical Center.  
Eventually, Paul left Ortho for a job at Bristol Myers in New York City. But 
the family’s home was in Hunterdon County. So, Paul traded in his ten-
minute commute to Ortho for an “amazing” 90-minute bus ride to New York 
City. Lifelong friends were made on that bus, and the new job afforded 
Paul and Norma the opportunity to travel the globe. 



They went on safari in South Africa, walked the banks of the Nile, 
attended mass at the Vatican, consumed fresh Belgian waffles on the 
streets of Brussels, and most recently, renewed their wedding vows in 
Israel. Of course, the couple’s travels also found them in Italy to visit 
relatives and the Lubrano family home in Procida. 

As Paul and Norma experienced all the world had to offer, their family 
continued to grow. By the time Paul retired in 1993, they had added 
three grandchildren. Little did they know, another eight would quickly 
follow! Paul and Norma will tell you that they are at their happiest when 
this large, loud, and loving Italian family is together in one place. In 
addition to their family, Paul and Norma’s friends have, and continue, to 
play an integral role in their lives. They are blessed with a tight-knit, 
albeit large, group of friends that include members of the Italian 
American Club of Hunterdon County; an organization they have 
supported for the last forty years. They enjoy sharing dinners at the 
Clinton House (or Paul’s favorite, Finnagel’s), vacations to warm-weather 
locales, or just a night in with a glass of wine or whiskey. 

For the last two decades, if the couple’s friends or family were searching 
for either Paul or Norma, they knew where to look first: St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Catholic Church. Ordained a deacon in 2001, Paul could be found 
preparing for a monthly meeting of the Seton Men’s Club, performing a 
baptism (he has performed over 100; his last, his first great 
granddaughter), or preaching to an ever-growing congregation. Norma, 
on the other hand, could be found directing the Liturgical Environment 
Committee, climbing on ladders a few rungs too high to ensure every 
flower was properly watered, or guiding another couple through pre-
marriage counseling. Even as children they have been faithful members 
of the Church; Norma at Our Lady Star of the Sea and Paul at St. Mary 
Magdalen de Pazzi Church, the first Italian-American Catholic Church in 
the United States. 

Paul and Norma Santella are parents, grandparents, great grandparents, 
friends and civic leaders. Of course, they are also Italian.



Congratulazoni 
Norma e Paul Santella 
Italian Americans Of The Year 

Mille Grazie per il vostro lavoro per  

Promuovendo La Nostra Meravigliosa  

Cultura Italiana 

Tanti Auguri 

Dalla Famiglia De Sapio 

De Sapio Construction Inc. 
General Contractors, Construction Management 

Developers, Commercial & Residential Leasing 

Vincenzo  Salvatore  Anthony, Jr. 



1110 HARRISON STREET, SUITE I 
FRENCHTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08825 

908.996.6766 
www.desapioesq.com

Auguri Paul and Norma
2019  Italian Americans of the Year!
_______________________________ 



Congratulations Paul and Norma Santella 

The 2019 Italian Americans of the Year 

The Italian American Baseball Foundation (IABF) is a 501(c)(3) charity foundation. 

Our mission is to bring awareness of the game to Italian youth through clinics, camps, and 
education. To provide scholarships or financial assistance to student-athletes that qualify 
academically to play baseball in the United States on the College and High School level.  

Our future plans include developing a youth baseball academy in Italy. 



Anthony De Sapio, III
Commercial and Industrial Real Estate Agent
O (908) 782-0100
C (908) 507-4724
F (908) 996-3610
a.desapioiii@gmail.com
405 Route 202
Flemington, NJ 08822
Offices Serving NJ & PA  •  Worldwide at Weidel.com
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